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sometimes show cracks, with circular margins, penetrating into the interior from points of impact, and which may be characterized, along with such as the one just referred to in the flint, by calling them conical conchoidal fractures. These fractures have resemblance in shape to limpet shells. An example of these in the glass balls he showed at the meeting, as also another broken flint, which he had subsequently found, showing a like conical feature to that of the one first noticed, and indicating that the first one is not to be regarded as an isolated result of casual circumstances unlikely to recur; but that there must exist some tendency, or readiness, to the formation of such fractures emanating from spots of violent straining in some cases of impact.
He adduced another confirmation of his view as to the cross-partings in the columns—a confirmation which had been found and carefully considered by Mr W. Chandler Roberts*. It was in a piece of indurated clay or red ochre that the confirmatory phenomena were met with. Mr Roberts, when on a geological excursion to the Giant's Causeway, at the close of the Belfast Meeting of the British Association in 1874, just after attention had been freshly brought to bear on the subject by papers read by himself and the author at that meeting, happened to find the piece of red ochre, and was struck with its features as being remarkable in their resemblance to those specially noticed under the views of Professor Thomson in regard to the cross-partings in basaltic columns. Mr Roberts carefully preserved the specimen, and, by his kindness, Professor Thomson was enabled to show it at the meeting of the Glasgow Geological Society; and it is well represented in Fig. 13, p. 435, where it is shown on a slightly enlarged scale, the lineal dimensions being increased to about 1| of the corresponding lengths in the little block of ochre itself, which is of a roughly cubical form, and about the size of a hazel nut. One face of this little block shows very remarkably the same                         !„ §
kind of features as those which, met with in basaltic columns, are specially brought into notice in Figs. 10 and 11, p. 435. There is a speck or granule from which, as it appears, a divergent circular conchoidal fracture has originated; there is a lunette-shaped portion bounded by a circular or somewhat oval margin., where some delay or vibration in the propagation of the advancing
* [Deputy-Master of the Mint—afterwards Sir Wm. Roberts-Austen.]